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December 2011 Events at the Blount County Public Library
MARYVILLE, TN  (November 17, 2011)    The Blount County Public Library staff wish you a joyous holiday season, 2011!

By now, holiday concerts are well under way, with the Grace Notes Flute Ensemble providing the grand finale on December 10.  

Several openings still remain in computer courses offered in December (and January (Microsoft Word 2010), so be sure to contact the Reference Desk to register as soon as possible.  There are also a few openings in the one-time, two-hour Basic Computer classes if you’d like some help getting started working with the computer.  These also require registration. 
To assist those who are seeking employment or an improved job situation, the Career Coach, a 35-foot bus equipped with 6 Internet computers and a staff of 2-4 people, will return to the library parking lot on Wednesday, December 14, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.  The Career Coach staff can assist with creating or updating resumés, online job searches or job applications, and interview skills.
Please note that the library will be closed on several days at the end of the month and will also have shortened hours for two weeks, so check the schedule to be sure to get your holiday reading materials, audiobooks and DVD movies.

Once again, we at the library are happy to be of service and wish you happy holidays!
HOLIDAY  MUSIC/CONCERTS:     December 2011    Phone (865) 982-0981 or 273-1436:
· Thursday, December 1,  7:00 p.m.,  “Evensong Handbell Choir and Asagao Handbell Choir,” under the direction of Susan Daves of First United Methodist Church, will perform a holiday concert in the Reading Rotunda of the library.

· Monday,  December 5,  6:30 p.m., “City of Maryville Tree Lighting,” at the end of the Pedestrian Bridge across from the library (or, in the event of inclement weather, in the Reading Rotunda of the library).  
· Monday,  December 5,  7:30 p.m., “Santa at the Library, sponsored by the City of Maryville and Parks and Recreation,” will give children the opportunity to meet and be photographed (free) with Santa Claus indoors at the library.  
· Wednesday,  December 7,  11:00 a.m., “Eagleton Elementary Choir,” under the direction of James Gann, will perform a concert of holiday tunes in the library’s Reading Rotunda.  
· Thursday, December 8,  11:30 a.m., “Heritage Middle School Mustang Singers Choir,” under the direction of Carol Ward, will perform a holiday concert in the Reading Rotunda of the library.

· Saturday, December 10,  2:00 p.m., “Grace Notes Flute Choir,” a multi-instrument flute ensemble, under the direction of Dr. Sue Swilley, will perform a holiday concert in the Reading Rotunda of the library.

EVENTS:     December 2011          Phone (865) 982-0981 or 273-1436
· Wednesday, Dec. 14,   10 a.m. to 7 p.m.:  “Looking for a Job?  Come to the Career Coach” to look for a job or write a resumé.  Get individual help with job search, resumé preparation, online applications and interview skills at the Career Coach, a 35-foot bus with computer workstations and staff to assist you in your job hunt. The Internet database has job listings for throughout the state.   The bus will also be at the library on Jan. 11 & 28, Feb. 18 & 22 and March 17 & 20.  For more information, check out the website at www.getonthecoach.tn.gov or at www.facebook.com/GetOnTheCoach .  The Career Coach bus will be parked in the library parking lot area nearest First Tennessee Bank.  

· Monday through Thursday, December 19 through 22 and Tuesday through Friday, December 27 through 30,  shortened library hours will be 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
· Tuesday,  Dec. 20,  5:30 p.m., “Blount County Public Library Board of Trustees Meeting,” in the Board Room.
· Friday through Monday, December 23 through 26,  the library will be closed.
· Saturday through Monday, December 31 & January 1 & 2, the library will be closed in observance of the New Year.
NEW!  COMPUTER  COURSES – Registration Required:    December 2011 & January 2012    The library received funds from the federal Library Service and Technology Act grant, an American Recovery and Reinvestment Act stimulus grant, with matching funds from the Blount County Friends of the Library.  With those funds, the library installed a 20-laptop computer lab. 

These courses are free and suitable for people seeking new employment or promotions at their current workplace.  Each course is sequential, so participants need to attend all class sessions.  Registration is required.

The computer courses being offered at the library in December and January (Some classes are already full!) will be Welcome to the World of Computers (an introduction to computers class), and Microsoft Word 2010.   Starting in the spring of 2012, Microsoft Excel 2010 will also be offered.  In addition, other introductory, one-day, two-hour classes are also offered (see below), and these classes are limited to an enrollment of 10 people.

Basic computer classes will also continue to be offered, free, at the library: Meet the Mouse, Email and Internet Searching.  Each of these one-time classes lasts two hours.  (See further description below.)
Registration is required for ALL of these free classes.  To register, call the Blount County Public Library’s reference department at 273-1436 or 982-0981, ext. 4 or drop by the Reference Desk.  Each class is limited to 20 participants and will be conducted in the library’s new computer lab.  People who register and do not show up for class will not be permitted to take a course for any future time in this calendar year.

 The class schedule for December will be:

Welcome to the World of Computers Schedule (afternoons)





Tuesday, December 6

2:00 – 4:00





Wednesday, December 7
2:00 – 4:00





Tuesday, December 13
2:00 – 4:00





Wednesday, December 14
2:00 – 4:00

OR (evenings)





Tuesday, December 6

6:00 – 8:50





Tuesday, December 13
6:00 – 8:50

You need to attend all sessions of either set of classes because it is a progressive course that adds information in sequence at each session. 

Microsoft Word 2010 Schedule (afternoons):  

Tuesday, January 10

2:00 – 4:00

Wednesday, January 11
2:00 – 4:00

Tuesday, January 17

2:00 – 4:00

Wednesday, January 18
2:00 – 4:00

Tuesday, January 24

2:00 – 4:00

Wednesday, January 25
2:00 – 4:00

OR (evenings)




Tuesday, January 10

6:00 – 8:50





Tuesday, January 17

6:00 – 8:50





Tuesday, January 24

6:00 – 8:50

You need to attend all sessions of either set of classes because it is a progressive course that adds information in sequence at each session. 

For more information, go to the Blount County Public Library Reference Desk or call (865) 273-1436 or 982-0981, ext. 4.

BASIC  COMPUTER  CLASSES  -  FREE two-hour classes    Registration Required:   Basic computer classes will also continue to be offered, free, at the library: Meet the Mouse, Email and Internet Searching.  Each of these one-time classes lasts two hours. To register (registration is required), call 273-1436 or drop by the Reference Desk.  Classes are limited to 10 people.  People who register and do not show up for class will not be permitted to take a course for any future time in this calendar year.

· Thursday,  Jan. 5,  2:00 – 4:00 p.m., “Introduction to PC -  Meet the Mouse” in the Board Room.
· Thursday,  Jan. 12,  2:00 – 4:00 p.m.,  “Basic Email,” in the Board Room.
· Thursday,  Jan. 19,  2:00 – 4:00 p.m., “Internet Searching,” in the Board Room.
· Thursday,  Jan. 26,  2:00 – 4:00 p.m.,  “Introduction to PC -  Meet the Mouse” in the Board Room.
NEXT  CHAPTER  BOOK  CLUB:    December 2011    If interested in attending this book club, call Lorrie Crockett, Coordinator for ETTAC, at (865) 219-0130.
· Saturdays,  Dec. 3, 10 & 17,   1 p.m.,  “Next Chapter Book Club,” coordinated by Lorrie Crockett and East Tennessee Technology Access Center (ETTAC), invites people with disabilities to join the group to read and discuss a book together each Saturday at the library’s Bookmark Cafe.  The purpose of the book club is to meet weekly to promote socialization and inclusion of people with disabilities in community settings while reading to learn.  Call Lorrie Crockett at (865) 219-0130 for more information.
TEEN  PROGRAMS:    December  2011   Phone (865) 273-1436

· Saturdays, Dec. 10 & 17,  10 a.m. until 3 p.m.,  “Play Chess at the Library: Every Saturday.”  Middle and high school students are invited to play chess with friends.  Tom Jobe will coach most Saturdays in the Teen Central area of the library. 
· Returning in January:  “Teens Write Now”- Watch for further announcements.  
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS:  December 2011     Phone:  273-1414

· Monday through Thursday, December 19 through 22 and Tuesday through Friday, December 27 through 30,  shortened library hours will be 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
· Friday through Monday, December 23 through 26, and Saturday through Monday, December 31 & January 1 & 2, the library will be closed in observance of the holidays.
Elementary Age Activities:
· Monday, Dec. 12, 6:30 pm, “Amigos” Spanish Story Hour for Ages Pre-K through 3rd grade.  Learn early Spanish language skills while enjoying stories read by Regina Greene.  

· Tuesday, 4:00 pm, Serendipity Craft Activities, Grades K-6, in Children’s Library. 
Dec. 
  6   Beaded snowflake ornament
            13   Stained glass votive candle

· Thursday, Dec. 1, 8, and 15, 4:00 pm, NEW!  Adventures in Imagination, Elementary Age Chapter Book Read-Aloud. Listen to popular chapter books read by Julie Cagle. Enjoy activities and surprises each week as you are introduced to book series, hilarious tales, and exciting adventures.

Pre-School Story Hours
· Tuesdays, Dec. 6 and 13, and Fridays, Dec. 2, 9, and 16, at 10:00 am, Tales of Wonder Story Hours for ages 3-5 include stories, puppets, coloring, and crafts presented by       Nancy Allee, Jean Closz, and Becca Baker.
· Wednesday, Dec. 7 and 14, at 10:30 am, Toddler’s Tadpole Tales story hour for ages two and under includes stories, songs & movement, rhyme time, puppets, coloring, and crafts.  Presented by Jean Closz and Becca Baker.
EXHIBITS – December  2011:  Each month, up to 13 different exhibits of fine art, both two-dimensional and three-dimensional, and collections of interesting objects, historic items, documents and artifacts, are set up at the library for the public to enjoy.  Anyone interested in sharing a collection or artwork should contact the library’s community outreach coordinator, Joan VanSickle Sloan, at 273-1408.

December 1-30:
·  “Photography by Alan and Diana Lyle” Exhibit on the Art Panels at the Reading Rotunda. 
· “Townsend Artisan Guild” Exhibit by members and coordinated by Suzanna Terrill, with two-dimensional artwork on the Art Wall at the Bookmark Café and three-dimensional artwork in one vertical case and one square pedestal display case in the Entry Rotunda of the library.
· “Collectible Santas” Exhibit by Carolyn Bilbrey, in two square pedestal display cases in the Entry Rotunda of the library and on the Circulation cabinets behind the Circulation Check-In and Check-Out Desks.
· “Hand-Carved Santas” Exhibit by George Rogers, in one vertical display case in the Entry Rotunda of the library 
· “Creches and Crosses” Exhibit by Beverly Johnson, in two Gallery display cases across from the Bookmark Café. 
·  “Holiday Miniature Houses and Buildings” by the Reference staff in Genealogy display case in the Reference Genealogy area of the library.
·  “Fine Art Exhibit” by members of the Blount County Arts & Crafts Guild,  coordinated by Dixie Porter and Lyda Plemons, on two easels in Sitting Areas of the Main Gallery of the library.
Free and open to the public, the program is at the Blount County Public Library, located at 508 N. Cusick Street, Maryville.
 
For further information about other library programs or services, call the library at 982-0981 or visit the Web site at www.blountlibrary.org.  To sign up to receive a monthly calendar by email, type in your email address under “Programs and Events” on the Home Page.  Also check out Facebook at “Blount County Public Library” and Twitter at “Blount_Library”.
--END—

Blount County does not discriminate based on race, color or national origin in federal or state sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d). 

